Meridian Takes Fastnet Line Honours

The Kinsale Yacht Club Fastnet Race, kindly sponsored by Sean G Cusack Insurance Ltd in association with Royal & Sun Alliance got under way at 8pm on Friday the 6th June with 13 boats taking the start in a 15 knot breeze.

After the start it was a drag race out to the Old Head of Kinsale with the big boats of Freya, Godot, Meridian & White Tiger leading the charge closely followed by Justus. At the Old Head of Kinsale it was decision time, the choice: either to go out to sea or take an inshore course to the 'rock'. it was Godot who decided to tack inshore first closely followed by Freya with the majority of the fleet still heading to sea. After a couple of tacks it was Freya & Godot who had developed a lead over White Tiger & Meridian. Throughout the night these boats would stay closely together and it was when the wind eased in the early hours of the morning that divisions started to appear. Of the big 4 it was Godot who were the boat to lose the most when they got stuck in an area of no pressure while the others still maintained speed towards the mark.

1st boat to round the 'rock' was Tom Roche’s Meridian at 5.10am with a beautiful sun rise to greet the crew. She was followed by Freya & White Tiger within the hour. Further down the course, close racing was being had between Round Ireland entrant Jolly Joker & Aras, with Jolly Joker rounding the 'rock' under spinnaker just ahead of Aras.

The crews had a light airs beat back towards Kinsale up until the Galley Head and then the spinnakers were hoisted as the wind started to gradually shift right from SE to NW. Round Ireland entrant White Tiger was the boat which made the biggest gains coming back, with the light airs spinnaker sailing suiting the boat. It was Meridian who claimed Line Honours, crossing the line in just under 21 hours of racing, closely followed by White Tiger (+8 mins) with Freya coming in a further 38 mins behind.

Kinsale Yacht Club would like to wish the crews of both White Tiger, Jolly Joker and Chancer safe sailing and best of luck with their assaults on the Round Ireland yacht race which will start on the 21st of June.

Results of the Kinsale Fastnet Race

Echo

1st - Meridian

2nd - White Tiger

3rd - Freya

IRC

1st - White Tiger

2nd - Meridian

3rd - Freya

[image: image1.png]



Meridian on the beat towards the Rock.
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The Fastnet Rock
